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“U.S. Asks Delay

o W wretap Suit

Against Nixon
“"“The Justice ‘Department asked
.“the Supreme Court yesterday to re-
* consider its June 22 ruling that for-
- Imer " president ‘Richard - M. ‘Nizon
“-and his top aides ‘could be brought
. to trial “for™ illegalt sviretapping - to

““trace news Iea‘lcs;’qp:‘tp;e',gn;poucy_

.+ The  ruling Swas™a 4-to-4 “affir-
“mance of 4 District’of Columbia fed-
~eral appeals court ‘decision that: for--
;‘-Emeij]_vVMté:Hpﬁ;ze aidé Morton Hal-'

“perin. could bring suit against. Nixon

Zand? his - advise for; tapping his
ks h . : y A .

That'ruling i5'to :be’made official-
the‘end of. July, " allowing . Hal-
erin’s laiwyers to-press for. trial.’ 3
#But JusticeDepartment lawyers, !
epresenting Nixon, asked the cours
* to postpone’ making its ruling final !
Ut St ulés’ n s suit by former
*Pentagon-officil Ernest Fitzgerald
“whocontends™ he ‘was fired because
> he exposed aircraft cost overruns. -7
*The* government" - lawyers, “who
eontend Nixon is immune from Ccivil -
: Suits ‘seeking damages for actions he:
“took-as president, argued. that if the
{Halperin. case s allowed: to go 1o
 trial riow, “any immunity? from civil
“damages the court approves later for:
-Nixon in the Fitzgerald case “may be
‘irretrievably lost.” 3 *%F T
£“The high court’s June 22 deadlock
;came: because Justice:; William+ H.-
:Rehnquist, a top Justice Department |
“official during the Nixon era, did
k N

:take part in the case:s

- S Iy e [NE SR, o T
7rThe-4-to-4 svote=yot utormatic-

sally upheld the lowet courts ruling'|
£in, the particular, casebut it did not |

establish precedents for-other cotirts |~
to.follow in Simila cases. 532 247,24
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